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RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA
PRIIVlARY SPONSOR: MATForce, the Yavapai County Substance Abuse Coalition

WHEREAS marijuana is the most commonly abused illicit drug in Arizona and the United
States, and it is estimated that approximately 17.4 million or 6.9% of Americans smoke it on a
regular basis; and
WHER.EAS teen use of marijuana has been on the increase since 2007; and
WHEREAS the THC (the psychoactive ingredient in the marijuana plant) is only one of over 400
chemicals present in the marijuana plant; and
WHEREAS marijuana use is harmful to the adolescent brain, effecting the parts of the brain that
influence pleasure, memory, thinking, concentration, sensory and time perception, and
coordinated moverment; and
WHEREAS marijuana use alters the brain's neurons and causes both short-term and long-term
negative effects interfering with the brain's normal development and function; and
WHEREAS marijuana use reduces inhibitions and can lead to risky behaviors, distorted
perception, impaired coordination, and can cause difficulty with thinking, problem-solving
difficulty with learning and memory; and

and

WHEREAS marijuana use causes drivers of motor vehicles to be impaired with slower reaction
times, impaired judgment and problems responding to signals and sounds; and
WHEREAS teens who smoke marijuana regularly can see an 8 point drop in IQ by the time they
reach 38 putting a person of average intelligence into the lowest third of the IQ range; and
WHEREAS marijuana use can lead to high school dropout and failure in college; and
WHEREAS teens who use marijuana by the age of 15 are three times more likely to develop
mental illness such as schizophrenia; and
WHEREAS the THC concentrations in the marijuana plant have been steadily increasing over
the decades, exposing the user to higher concentrations of THe with a greater chance of adverse
or unpredictable reactions; and
WHEREAS the number of marijuana-related
2004 and 2011; and

emergency room visits increased by 52% between

WHEREAS, contrary to popular belief, marijuana is an addictive substance and, according to the
NIH National Institute of Drug Abuse, about 9% of users become addicted to marijuana; this
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\vlIEREAS tax revenue from marijuana sales would pale in comparison to its social and health
costs, similar to the alcohol and tobacco experience. Federal and state alcohol taxes raise $14.5
billion annually covering less than 10% of the estimated $185 billion in alcohol-related costs to
health care, criminal justice, and workplace lost productivity, with much of this cost falling on
the government. Similarly, federal and state tobacco taxes raise $25 billion annually covering
less than 13% of tobacco's total social and health costs of $200 billion; and
WHEREAS the tobacco company Norris Phillip Morris, Altria recently bought the domain
names "AltrieCannabis.com" and "AltriaMarijuana.com;"
and
WHEREAS experience with currently legal drugs -- prescription drugs (which are now the
leading cause of accidental deaths in the U.S.), alcohol and tobacco - tells us that legalization
results in commercialization, social acceptance, and wider access and availability that lead to
more use and addiction; and
WHEREAS 80% of the profit from addictive industries comes from the 20% of users who
consume most of the volume of the substance; and
WHEREAS we, the undersigned, do not believe that we should promote an industry that relies
on addiction for profits or that governments should seek to raise revenue by increasing addiction
and harming health.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we oppose the legalization of marijuana; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we support proven interventions such as communitybased drug prevention efforts, drug treatment courts, offender re-entry programs and probation
reform; and further support making drug treatment available to all who need it.
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