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DEUEL COUNTY, Neb. —Colorado's gain is Nebraska’s pain. Its legal marijuana sales fund 

schools, construction and budgets, but it's draining Nebraska law enforcement dry. 

So why isn't anyone doing something about it? It appears lawmakers want to take a wait-and-see 

approach, but while they're waiting, police are panicking as department budgets dwindle as they 

try to fight a never-ending war on weed. 

Colorado's cash crop can only be purchased with cash, so there's little, if any, paper trail 

connected to a marijuana purchase, but in Deuel County, Nebraska, it's obvious to Sheriff Adam 

Hayward where the weed is from. 

“We have had a significant increase in the amount of cases and incidences with marijuana 

coming across from Colorado,” Hayward said. 

Just this year, there's so much cannabis confiscated and locked up in Deuel County, if sold 

illegally, it could buy deputies new cruisers. 

“One in every five cars, we are now finding something in there,” Hayward said. 

But selling weed isn't an option. Instead, Nebraska's marijuana laws are draining Deuel County’s 

budget. Anyone caught with an ounce or more of marijuana in Nebraska faces three months in 

jail. Deuel County deputies caught an entire year's worth of 1-ounce violators in four months. 

“We are paying for them to be housed. We are paying for them to be fed. We are paying for their 

medical expenses, which a lot of them do have,” Hayward said. And then a lot of them, even 

though they have money to buy drugs, they don't have money to pay for an attorney.  Therefore, 

the county has to pay for the public defender." 

Sen. Ken Schilz represents Deuel County. 

“It's a huge issue. The sheriff there is having to, and the county, pay for a lot of the enforcement 

and a lot of the prosecutions,” Schilz said. 

Schilz admits the problem isn't going away, but he's not anxious to fix it. 

“With this year the way it was, we just didn't have enough information and enough knowledge 

out there about what was going on to really affect the change that we need to have or what that 

change might be,” he said. 



Officials said legislation could help make a difference. 

“It would be a good idea, in my mind, if they would have harsher fines, as far as those people 

caught with under a pound,” Schilz said. 

“If we could just have the authority to cite them with a heavier fine and let them go down the 

road, but the flip side of that is, are they going to pay their ticket then?” Hayward said. 

While Nebraska lawmakers and law enforcers need to work things out, the clock is ticking. With 

each moment, Colorado marijuana costs Nebraska taxpayers a little bit more. 

“We're just going to keep after it and try to get ahead of it,” Hayward said. 

With the legislature out of session, it will now be at least a year before lawmakers can discuss 

the issue. Even then, a senator needs to write a bill. 

 

 
 


